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          November 24, 2020 

Ventilation in our Schools and Centres 
 

We would like to address the many questions and concerns that we received from parents 
regarding ventilation in our schools. Please find below the series of actions carried out in our 
establishments regarding ventilation. These procedures have been implemented since the 
beginning of the year in accordance with Public Health directives and recommendations from the 
INSPQ. 

Windows 

The vast majority of our Schools and Centres have windows that open so this is why we promote 
natural ventilation of the premises by opening them regularly (before class, during recess, during 
the lunch hour or when students are attending gym classes, etc.). This practice is also the main 
recommendation of the INSPQ.  

Mechanical Ventilation 

If classrooms have windows that do not open, it is because the school is equipped with a 
mechanical ventilation system. Please know that these systems are in good working order. 

Monitoring of our Systems 

Our Material Resources Team regularly monitors the condition of the ventilation systems in our 
Schools and Centres, and performs ongoing maintenance. Notably, all ventilation system filters 
are regularly changed many times a year, surpassing the standards set by the manufacturers. In 
the context of the pandemic, not only are we continuing to monitor, but we have also extended 
the operating hours of the ventilation systems from operating them when the buildings are 
occupied to all the time (24/7) in order to promote the renewal of the air inside our buildings. In 
addition, we specifically check the mechanical components to ensure that the classrooms are well 
supplied. 

Ministry 

In addition, you may have seen circulating in the media that the Ministry of Health plans to form 
a Panel of Experts that will include specialists from INSPQ and the Ministry of Health who will be 
making  recommendations by the end of November, regarding, amongst other things, ventilation 
in schools. The recommendations from this Panel will be implemented in our communities, as will 
those already issued by INSPQ and Public Health. 

We hope that these clarifications will ease concerns in regards to the ventilation in our Schools 
and Centres.  
Our students and staff well-being is a priority.        
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