
It has been said that “A hero 

is an ordinary individual who 

finds strength to persevere 

and endure in spite of over-

whelming obstacles.  So 

many of our dreams at first 

seem impossible, then they 

seem improbable, and then 

when we summon the will, 

they soon become inevita-

ble.” 

I used this quote, from Chris-

topher Reeves, when I was 

speaking to a group of new 

teachers last fall. Little did I 

know that I would once again 

use the quote to describe a 

20 year-old whose very life 

showed us what being a hero 

was all about.  Adam, despite 

overwhelming obstacles, 

embodied strength and de-

termination to persevere and 

endure and dream. 

I first met Adam at the begin-

ning of his elementary ca-

reer.  I was the Special Edu-

cation Coordinator and, as 

you can well imagine, had 

had a number of conversa-

tions with Ann, his mother,   

regarding Adam’s entry into 

school and the support he 

might require in that process.  

Next, Adam and I crossed 

paths at Margaret Pendle-

bury when I became principal 

and Adam was a student in 

Grade 2.  Adam had some 

interesting ideas about the 

school day and  about  re-

cess in particular.  He  would 

take off his shoes so he 

wouldn’t have to get dressed 

to go  outside at recess and 

once outside wouldn’t neces-

sarily want to come back in 

when the bell rang.   Little did 

we know at the time, that 

what we interpreted as stub-

bornness and obstinacy were 

really the emergence of life-

preserving grit and determi-

nation that would sustain him 

through a seven-year battle 

with leuke-

mia.   

Incidentally, 

he and I set-

tled the shoe 

situation, let’s 

just say,  by 

determination 

on the part of 

the principal.    

And he be-

came the 

keeper of the 

bell, so it 

made sense 

to him and to everyone else 

to come in on time in order to 

ring the bell at recess and 

lunchtime.   

Adam was such an important 

part of the Margaret Pendle-

bury community.  He could 

read so  well and was often 

the guest reader for the kin-

dergarten class.  The kids 

looked forward to his visits.  

And I will forever remember 

them sitting  around him, a 

Grade 4 student at the time,  

listening to every word he 

was reading to them. 

A few years later, Adam 

graduated from St. Lambert 

Elementary and moved on 

down the street to attend 

Chambly Academy.  Adam 

was among the first of  our 

students with special needs 

to attend a regular high 

school. He and his family  

were, in many respects,  pio-

neers in inclusion.  As you 

can well imagine again, Ann 

and I had many lively  and 

interesting conversations 

through those years, as we  

discussed how best to handle 

certain situations regarding 

Adam’s education.  

Adam gradu-

ated from 

Chambly Acad-

emy in June, in 

a special cere-

mony because 

he would be in 

hospital antici-

pating his bone 

marrow trans-

plant during 

graduation 

time.  Adam’s 

family and 

friends, his 

whole class, teachers and 

school administration as well 

as many of us from the Board 

office came to celebrate this 

very special  occasion.  

It was through events such 

as this and ultimately the 

reaction of his friends when 

hearing the  news of his 

death that we know how 

much Adam meant to his 

fellow students.  He was the 

school ambassador and a 

brave young man.  Through 

those high school years, 

Adam was not only dealing 

with the issues of adoles-

cence and Down Syndrome,  

but in his battle with leuke-

mia, he showed us courage, 

unquenchable optimism and 

a spirit that knew no limita-

tions.  Life was not always 

good to Adam, but he was 

good to life.  

But the story doesn’t end 

here.    Adam had a dream to 

go to college with his friends 

and fellow students.  When I  

talked earlier about dreams 

at first seeming impossible, 

then improbable and then 

inevitable – this is the story-

line of Adam’s dream. 

Beginning with an idea that 

seemed impossible to more 

than a few at first, on the 

urging of Adam and his mom,  

we began to investigate the 

possibilities of an inclusive  

program for students with 

developmental challenges  

at Champlain College.  Stu-

dents would attend the col-

lege part-time and be in-

volved in work-study part 

time. It made a lot of sense  

and equally important, it was 

Adam’s dream. 

With hard work on the part of 

a few committed individuals, 

and  inspiration from Adam 

and his family,   the program 

PACE began and is in its 

initial year on the campus at 

Champlain College.  Adam is 

and forever will be a part of 

that program, because it was 

his dream that moved it to 

become inevitable.  PACE  is 

there because of Adam.  And 

our students who attend this 

program will become autono-

mous adults making their 

contribution to the world as a 

result of Adam’s dream.  

Those of us who are mothers 

and fathers  can only hope 

that our own 20 year-old 

sons will be able to reach out 

and touch the world as Adam 

has done and leave it a bet-

ter place.  In 20 short years, 

Adam was able to do just 

that. Thank you, Adam.  You 

are our hero and we will be 

the keepers of your dream. 
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