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...promouvoir un environnement stimulant et enrichissant visant à assurer la réussite personnelle de tous les élèves. 
... committed to providing a stimulating and caring environment which enables all students to achieve personal success. 
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Riverside Policy to Maintain a Safe, Respectful and Drug-Free Environment in Schools 
 

 
St. Hubert, April 28, 2016 – In response to the CBC article (Honour roll student fights expulsion for 
pocket knife at South Shore school), Riverside School Board wishes to clarify its policy to the media and 
to the community. Although we can’t speak about the particulars of this case, we would like to reinforce 
the fact that we always address the needs of our students on a case by case basis. 
 
When the decision is made to apply the policy, students, other than in extreme cases, are transferred to 
another school, not expelled. Once placement has been decided, each case is dealt with individually to 
ensure that the proper services are put in place to support the student, and if needed, alternate measures 
are established to address any specific concerns we feel the student may have. These measures are put 
in place to ensure that all students, regardless of their character, still benefit from the best educational 
services they deserve.  Every student caught in possession of a knife in the past 5 years, continued to 
receive services in one of our schools as they were not expelled from the school board. 
 
If the parents are not in agreement with the Director General’s decision, there is an appeal process put 
in place whereby the dossier is evaluated by the Council of Commissioners.  Parents can also choose to 
bring the Director General and Council’s decisions to the Ombudsman for further investigation if they are 
still not satisfied with the outcome. 
 
The Policy to Maintain a Safe, Respectful and Drug-Free Environment in Schools was adopted by the 
Council of Commissioners upon recommendations from our Principals and after consultation with our 
community.  It was put in place to ensure the safety of all students and staff in the schools.  The Student 
Advisory Council, composed of students from all our high schools and adult education sector, is also in 
agreement with this policy every time it is discussed. 
 
The policy is well known by all students.  It is mentioned in their school agendas and referred to during 
school assemblies.  Students are asked during hearings if they know about the policy and they always 
answer that they do. The policy is applied in the case of weapons to ensure not only the safety of all 
students, but, also not to stir-up ill-feelings or spread panic among other students. Weapons are still 
weapons when seen by other students, even if they are not being used in a threatening way. Finally, we 
strongly believe that the students feel safer in our schools knowing how serious we are with regards to 
the possession of any weapons. It should be noted that we do not conduct random searches to find 
weapons.  We generally act based on information that we hear from concerned students. 
 
We are proud to be one of the best school boards in the province, with a high graduation rate.  In these 
years of increased concerns about security, we firmly believe that this policy is in part responsible for the 
success of our students as they feel that their learning environment at Riverside is a safe one for all. 
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