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...promouvoir un environnement stimulant et enrichissant visant à assurer la réussite personnelle de tous les élèves. 
... committed to providing a stimulating and caring environment which enables all students to achieve personal success. 
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2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR BUDGET 

 

 Like many other school boards in the province, major government-imposed budget cuts for the 
fourth year in a row have forced Riverside to adopt a deficit budget for 2014-2015 as well as a 
financial recovery plan. 

 

 For the 2014-2015 school year, we are experiencing another reduction of $2.7 million, a 
cumulative of $7.8 million over the last 4 years. 
 

 Amongst other compressions, for 2014-2015, $665,211 has been identified by the Minister of 
Education, Leisure and Sports (MELS) as cuts to be made in allocations to support school 
success and $95,030 in allocations related to special needs. Both will affect students directly. 
 

 The education sector already has the lowest administrative cost of all public organizations with 
less than 5% used from its operating budget. In previous years, Riverside managed to absorb 
most of the budgetary compressions without impacting students. Regrettably, decisions will 
have to be made this year that will affect all of our communities. 
 

 This year, because of our deficit budget, the MELS expects us to present a 3-year recovery plan 
to reach a balanced budget in 2016-2017. All services, and our way of offering them, will have 
to be carefully reevaluated, which may likely have a serious impact on our operations at all 
levels. 

 
In addition to these financial restraints, the issue of declining enrolment in the Anglophone sector 
remains problematic given that student enrolment has a direct impact on our funding. 
 
Riverside is exploring all avenues to face this new reality and limit the effects on our population. With 
more adult and vocational programs, a growing number of international students choosing Riverside 
and more collaboration with our local partners, Riverside is committed to continue to excel in achieving 
its mission: offering its community the opportunity to achieve academic success by providing 
educational services at the elementary and secondary levels, vocational training and adult education. 
 
The government looks at the big picture – Riverside focuses on the individual student, teacher and staff 
member. Despite the recurring narrative about financial constraints, Riverside will continue to strive to 
offer the best it can to our communities. 
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