
Info-Flash Topics 

 Powers of the GB 

 Role of the PPO 

 The School Budget 

 Field Trips 

 Bullying and 

Violence 

 Fundraising 

 What is a MESA? 

No matter what, Québec parents can be proud of our public education system. It is one of the best-performing in the world. 
The main objective of public schools is to ensure that all children of Québec have access to free educational services. This 
right is stipulated in Article 40 of the Québec Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms as well as in Article 3 of the Education 
Act (EA). The fees that schools and school boards are permitted to charge are limited and restricted. The goal of this issue of 
Info-Flash is to help clarify this topic as well as the powers of the Governing Board in this area. 

 

In 2005, the Education Act was modified to include Article 212.1 which stipulates that after consulting the Parents’ 
Committee, the school board shall adopt a policy regarding financial contributions that may be made for the documents and 
objects mentioned in the second (documents in which students write, draw or cut out) and third (pencils, paper and other 
objects of a like nature) paragraphs of Article 7 or fees that may be claimed for services referred to in Article 256 (daycare 
services) and Article 292 (student transportation at noon and supervision of students). In addition to specifying which goods 
and services the school board may charge to parents, the school board’s policies usually contain provisions regarding goods 
and services which cannot be charged to parents. Therefore, it is important to refer to the policy in effect at your school 
board. 

 

As a result of their policy, school boards ensured that their practices were standardized and the requested financial 
contributions were kept as low as possible in order to maximize access to educational services. 

 

 

 

Fees Charged to Parents  
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IMPORTANT 

The fees claimed must be 
justified and correspond 
to the actual costs. It is 
important that the lists 
provided to parents be 
detailed and that they 
give a description of the 
required school supplies. 
It would also be interest-
ing for parents to know 
which school textbooks 
and instructional materi-
als are supplied free of 
charge and the cost of 
replacing these items if 
they are lost or de-
stroyed. Obligatory fees, 
optional fees and volun-
tary contributions must 
be clearly differentiated 
on the lists. 

Visit us at  

www.rsb.qc.ca 

and on Facebook 

Free of  charge 

Goods 
Textbooks 

Instructional material  

 Dictionaries 

 Novels 

 Musical instruments (except those 
involving reasons of hygiene ) 

 Laboratory material or material 
necessary for practical work 

 Obligatory items by virtue of the subject 
taught (e.g.: graphic calculator)  

 Photocopies that replace textbooks  

 Sheet music 

 

Services 
 

 Teaching and other services offered 
by the school as prescribed by the 
Basic School Regulation (e.g. 
remedial work) 

 Obligatory field trips  

 Normal upkeep of musical 
instruments  

 Official retakes of exams  



May be Subject  to  Fees  

Goods 
 

 Documents in which students write, draw or cut out and 
which are not reusable 

 Pencils, paper and other objects of a like nature 

 Data storage device (e.g.: USB key) 

 Goods which, for hygiene or health reasons, cannot be 
used by many students (recorder, reed of certain wind 
instruments, earphones, etc.) 

 School uniform 

 Photocopies that replace workbooks 

 Materials that will be transformed by the student during 
the course or kept by the student at the end of the course 
(e.g.: plastic, wood). 

 

Services 
 

 Optional field trips 

 Lunch-time supervision of students and student 
transportation at noon 

 Cultural, social, sports, scientific or community services 
which take place outside the regular class schedule (e.g.: 
extra-curricular activities) 

 Food and beverage services 

 In connection with a special project, the creation of a 
student record, the registration of a student, or student 
admission tests.    

A school board is required to ensure, in the manner agreed upon with the governing boards and on 
such financial conditions as it may determine, supervision of the students who stay at school at noon 
(art 292 EA). The fees claimed for student supervision must be reasonable and correspond to the 

actual costs.  A financial contribution may only be claimed from the students who remain at school at noon. Parents must be informed of the services that are 
offered. At the request of the governing board of a school, a school board must provide childcare for preschool and elementary school students (art 256 EA). At 
the time of the child’s registration in daycare, the parents are informed of the services that are offered as well as the schedule and the cost. The governing board 
may organize educational services other than those prescribed by the basic school regulation, including instructional services outside teaching periods during the 
school days of the school calendar or on non-school days, and may organize social, cultural or sports services (art 90 and 255 EA). The governing board may con-
tract with a person or body for the provision of goods or services. In addition, it may request a financial contribution from users of such goods and services (art 91 
EA). Student transportation provided by a school board before the beginning of classes and after the end of classes each day is free of charge (art 292). Where the 
transportation is provided under a contract with a public transit authority, the school board may claim from a student that portion of the cost of the transporta-
tion pass which corresponds to service (i.e at noon) in addition to service before the beginning and after the end of classes each day (art 292). 

Other Poss ib le  Fees  

MATERIAL SCHOOL BOARD SCHOOL GOVERNING BOARD 

  The school board shall adopt a policy 
on the financial contributions that may 
be made for the documents and objects 
mentioned in the second and third 
paragraphs of article 7 of the Education 

The principal shall ensure that the information 
is passed on to the school personnel. 

Whenever the GB makes a decision which in-
volves fees charged to parents, it shall take into 
account the school board’s policy regarding finan-
cial contributions from parents. 

Pencils, paper 
and other 
objects of a 
like nature 

  The principal shall propose the list of objects 
that was submitted by the teachers. (art 96.15 
EA) 

The Governing Board shall approve, on the princi-
pal's proposal, a list of the objects mentioned: 
pencils, paper and other objects of a like nature. 
(art 77.1 EA) 

Documents 
in which 
students 
write, draw 
or cut out 

  The principal shall propose the principles for 
determining the cost of the documents. (art 
96.15 EA) 

Based on the principal’s proposal, the Governing 
Board shall establish the principles for determining 
the cost of the documents. (art 77.1 EA) 
  

Textbooks 
and instruc-
tional materi-
al 

The school board shall ensure that only 
the textbooks, instructional material or 
class of instructional material approved 
by the Minister are used by schools. 
(art 230 EA) 

The principal is responsible for approving the 
choice of textbooks and instructional material 
required for the teaching of programs of stud-
ies: 
- On the proposal of the teachers; 
- Taking into account the principles for deter-
mining the cost of the documents as estab-
lished by the GB 

The Governing Board shall be consulted regarding 
the choice of textbooks and instructional material. 
(art 77.1 EA) 
  
  
The Governing Board shall be informed of the 
choice of textbooks and instructional material. (art 
96.13 EA) 
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