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TOWN HALL MEETING ON BILL 86 
 

 
St. Hubert, February 3, 2016 – A Town Hall meeting on Bill 86: An Act to Modify the 
Organization and Governance of School Boards took place yesterday at Heritage Regional 
High School. The event was attended by more than 100 Riverside parents, employees, 
commissioners and community members. 
 
A panel of experts was convened to review the impact of Bill 86 on school board governance 
and the minority language education rights. A Q&A period followed. 
 
Many thanks to our guest speakers, Dan Lamoureux, Chairman of the Council of 
Commissioners of Riverside School Board, Michael Bergman, a lawyer specializing in 
minority rights and expert on Bill 86 and Jennifer Maccarone, Chair of the Quebec English 
School Board Association (QESBA) for their generosity and expertise. 
 
Mr. Bergman stated that Bill 86 will cause a revolution in education in terms of governance and 
authority. He went on to say that nobody is empowered by the Bill except the Minister himself, 
that legal authority lies with the Minister and that the Minister can intervene in school board 
governance selectively. He believes strongly that Bill 86 would be unconstitutional if adopted 
and that the English minority will lose their rights if it is not challenged. He made the point that 
once rights are lost, they cannot be recovered. 
 
Ms. Maccarone urged the audience not to give up their rights. She also pointed out that the 
words “student success” and “learn” do not appear anywhere in Bill 86. She spoke 
passionately about Education belonging to everyone and about the need to have educated 
people. She urged the audience to do something, to get involved, to protect the rights of the 
English minority in Quebec. 
 
The Town Hall evening was an unqualified success. The event broadcast simultaneously on 
the Riverside School Board website. The video is now available under the "Bill 86" tab on the 
home page of the website at the following address: www.rsb.qc.ca 
 
Write to us at Bill_86@rsb.qc.ca and follow us on Twitter @CSRiversideSB and Facebook 
(Riverside School Board). 
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